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ferent countries, as the neutral interest is in principle homogeneous. In 
an international court, in fact, the only difference would possibly be that 
the bias instead of being against the neutral would be against the bellig- 
erent." 

Every student of international law is under obligations to Sir Thomas 
Barclay for the publication of these notes, throughout which the wide 
learning, the keen judgment and lucid statement which have given him 
such fame as a jurist are conspicuous. But a single blemish appears — 
the application, perhaps inadvertent, to the present head of the German 
Empire of the title "Emperor of Germany." 

Lawrence B. Evans. 



International Commercial Policies, with Special Reference to the United 
States. By George Mygatt Fisk, Ph.D. (New York: The Mac- 
millan Company. 1907. Pp. xvi + 288.) 

This book constitutes a unit in the series known as the Citizen's Lib- 
rary of Economics, Politics and Sociology. The appearance of a volume 
such as this, is indicative of an attitude of inquiry into the technical 
aspects of international commerce which only recently has come to pre- 
vail in this country. 

The Germans have led the way in the field of study of international 
commercial politics. The scholarly works of Roscher, Cohn, Lexis, 
van der Borght and Grunzel may be accepted as the leading authorities 
and the author has made use of their investigations to some extent. 
The present work is evidently intended as a text book for commercial 
schools and for preparatory consular training. It contains a brief 
history of the commercial policies of the ancient and modern world, 
expounds the theory and practice of customs, imposts, a resume' of the 
most important commercial treaties, describes the aims and workings 
of public, quasi-public and private trade-promoting institutions and out- 
lines the methods and purposes of commercial statistics. 

Much of the material is necessarily elementary. Furthermore, in view 
of the fact that the commercial policies pursued in the various countries 
during particular epochs are based upon economic theories then prevail- 
ing, considerable space is devoted to a discussion of these basic theories. 
The various phases of mercantilism are outlined and criticised, and a 
chapter each is devoted to the doctrines underlying the commercial 
policies of free trade and protection. The author has ably summarized 
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the doctrines of leading economists and briefly sets forth their arguments. 
Pursuing a policy only too common in high school text books of the 
present day, the author has put much of the material in summary form. 
The arguments in favor of protection are grouped under five heads, viz : 
National Independence, Infant Industry, Vested Interests, Home Market 
and Pauper Labor (pp. 15-51). 

More than half of the book is devoted to a discussion of customs duties, 
the preponderating attention being of course given to the American 
tariff system (pp. 62-142). Commercial treaties, reciprocity and the 
most favored nation clause are discussed under two separate chapters 
(pp. 145-176). Some of the author's statements upon legal subjects 
contain inaccuracies of greater or less importance; thus for exampie on 
p. 149, it is said that the question whether a treaty involving a change 
of revenue laws must have the sanction of both houses of congress has 
never been judicially passed upon by the supreme court. An examina- 
tion of cases which the author himself cites under the heading Suggestive 
Topics will show that the question has been sufficiently answered in the 
affirmative by the supreme court, at least by implication (see Whitney v. 
Robertson, 124, U. S. 190, cited by the author upon a different question 
on p. 159 and Bartram v. Robertson, 122, U. S. 166, cited under bibli- 
ography on p. 153). Again (pp. 234-235) in discussing navigation poli- 
tics and the rule of international law recognizing national sovereign 
rights over the high seas to a distance of one league from shore, the 
author remarks that "the practical effect of this principle has been largely 
nullified in recent years by the increased range of weapons of war." 
What was intended was evidently quite the reverse, namely, that inter- 
national sovereign rights over the littoral sea tend to become more 
extensive under modern conditions. 

The latter part of the book is a valuable compendium of information 
relating to the workings of the American consular system under recent 
legislation and the private and official agencies at work for the extension 
of our foreign commerce. Here a comparison with the methods em- 
ployed in other countries, more especially in Great Britain and Germany, 
would have been valuable. We note also an absence of material relating 
to past and present commercial policies for the development of trade with 
China. 

The bibliographies and special references appended to each chapter 
are extensive and form a valuable feature of the book. 

Arthur K. Kuhn. 



